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Will Lewes’s Ties to the Sea Come Full Circle?
ccording to the Delaware Tourism
Office and the Lewes Chamber of
Commerce, Lewes may possibly become

a port of call for the cruise lines.
Provided that the Delaware Tourism Office

is able to convince the regional cruise lines (and
we have full confidence that they will), some of
the elite, smaller cruise ships could land at the
Lewes Ferry Terminal as early as 2011. They
would then transport their “cruisers” into town
via bus or trolley. Visitors would most likely be
offered the option to stroll the downtown
shops or enjoy a casual maritime history tour of
Lewes, guided by historical society docents.

Lewes has always been blessed with an excel-
lent harbor and pristine beaches. The City of
Lewes has also preserved its historic appeal by
regulating the exteriors of the main-street
shops and historic neighborhoods while still
adapting for 21st-century commerce with imag-
inative boutiques, hospitable dining establish-
ments, and upscale art galleries.

And, as Mike DiPaolo, executive director of
the Lewes Historical Society, points out, “It’s
entirely appropriate that a town with historic
ties to the seas would once again enjoy the same
ship-passenger traffic that it did in its heyday as
a seafaring town.”

According to DiPaolo, past accounts from
visitors to Lewes mention a view of as many as
100 masts in the harbor. Today’s smaller cruise
ships normally hold only about 100-150 pas-
sengers and would be spaced days or weeks
apart. That’s a nice, manageable number for
local businesses, particularly in the fall.

According to published statistics, the smaller,

elite cruise ships travelling up and down the
Atlantic Coast have grown in popularity as
tourist discover that these ships can go places
the mega-ships cannot. The Lewes Ferry
Terminal is already able to accommodate pas-
senger ships up to 350 feet in length. Most of
the smaller ships are between 100 and 200 feet.

On a typical day, the cruisers disembark at a
small seaport and are offered a lecture covering
the history of the town and an overview of the
attractions. Afterward, they are usually free to
spend time on their own shopping or sightsee-
ing, or have the opportunity to join a free guid-
ed tour. St. Michael’s, another old-world, sea-
side town on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, is
already a port of call for the smaller cruise lines.
And what do they offer that Lewes, Delaware
does not? Only a 6% sales tax!

The average small-ship passenger is middle-
aged (men and
women divided about
evenly) with an aver-
age income of
$79,000. Each visitor
spends an average of
$100 per locale, and
Delaware’s econo-
mists estimate that
cruise line guests
could spend $600,000
per year in Delaware.

The Delaware
Tourism Office and
the Lewes Chamber
of Commerce are
working closely to-

gether to ensure an attractive and creative itin-
erary complete with time for exploring the
shops, museums, and galleries of Historic
Lewes. The Lewes Historical Society is working
with them and could be one of the town’s most
valuable resources by offering extended hours
for its museums and guided tours of the his-
toric district to those who prefer an education-
al experience over a shopping trip.

Cruise ship traffic translates into shuttle traf-
fic and foot traffic — boosting the economy
without adding to the downtown parking con-
gestion.

Cruise ships can bring tourist dollars to the
area without adding traffic pressure to the
newly designated historic and scenic byways of
Lewes or endangering the natural beauty sur-
rounding the town. It’s a maritime marriage
made in heaven.
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The Lee Ann Wilkinson Group is a consistent top producer within the Prudential Real Estate Network. In 2008, the Group ranked
31st in the country. Lee Ann was ranked #1 in Sussex County in 2008 and in 11 of the past 13 years.

A Look At The Market

410 Burton Avenue
Lewes

Date Sale Price Rate of Change
March 2004 . . . . . .$259,000
November 2007 . . $280,000. . . . . 8.1% increase in 3 years
June 2009 . . . . . . . $265,000 . . . . 5.3% decrease in 2 years

55 or Better? Bay Crossing Offers Elegant Living
Those who anticipate retire-

ment are presented with a wide
variety of lifestyle choices. Bay
Crossing’s 55-or-better com-
munity offers a sophisticated
yet affordable standard of liv-
ing with maintenance-free
yards and energy-efficient homes designed
for one-level living without sacrificing

style or comfort. All home
designs include unfinished
basements, first-floor mas-
ter suites, and open floor-
plans with a great variety of
customizable options. Bay
Crossing opens its final sec-

tion in October, and a few walk-out lots
will be available. Many lots back to wood-

ed areas.
This conveniently located community

offers pool, tennis, state-of-the-art exer-
cise center, and more. Model homes are
open Thursday through Tuesday from 10
A.M. to 5 P.M.

Call 302-645-2345 for
more information or
directions.

The new Dory model
starts at $324,900

from
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LEWES PROPERTIES FOR SALE

36279 Tarpon Drive
Wolfe Pointe

So private and environmentally friend-
ly home includes 4-zone geothermal
heating on 1.1-acre perimeter lot back-
ing to tidal creek — kayak to town!

$1,399,000

419 Burton Avenue
Lewes

Enjoy get-togethers on the front porch
and screened rear porch and in well-
designed gathering spaces. 4BR,
3.5BA. Virtually maintenance-free.

$665,000

1 Shipcarpenter Square
Historic Lewes

Where historic appeal meets modern
convenience. Original structure from
1820 cleverly renovated: wide plank
hardwood floors, sunroom. Corner lot.

$899,000

109 W. Cape Shores Dr.
Cape Shores

Beautiful, private Cape Shores.
Extremely spacious home sits just a
shell’s throw to the sands of the
Delaware Bay. Enjoy bay views.

$945,000

213 Monroe Avenue
Lewes

A relaxed lifestyle is what this lovely
in-town ranch will provide! On fenced
lot with mature trees, landscaping.
Detached garage with workshop.

$499,990

35851 Tarpon Drive
Wolfe Pointe

Builder’s personal residence on
perimeter lot. Four full suites, includ-
ing master BRs on each floor. Pine
hardwood floors. Smart floorplan.

$899,000

7 California Avenue
Lewes Beach

Just one house off the beach — great
bayviews for half the price of beach-
front! Garage for your sports gear.
Huge lot affords room for expansion.

$995,000

404 E. Market Street
Lewes Beach

Renovated beach house is ready to
host summer fun! Short walk to the
beach. Great views from rooftop deck.
Unbelievable rental income: $29,000+.

$669,900

410 Pilottown Road
Lewes

Ca. 1790 farmhouse is a masterful ren-
ovation. Wonderful setting for enter-
taining. On the canal! Detached pro-
fessional office — garage and storage.

$1,695,000

109 Hornbill Court
Pilottown Village

This sunny, roomy home is on a wood-
ed lot on a quiet cul-de-sac. Its open
floorplan provides both privacy and
gathering spaces. Walk to canal, town.

$475,000

33217 W. Edgemoore Street
Villages of Five Points West

Roomy townhome in fabulous loca-
tion with its own private elevator. Of-
fice, two master BRs, gas FP, 2-car
garage. Impeccable condition.

$459,900

6 Texas Avenue
Lewes Beach

Join the Lewes Beach community with
this cottage on a great lot. Make this
your base for summer fun and walk to
the beach or bike to the state park.

$349,900

11 New York Avenue
Lewes Beach

Relax back into simpler times! Ador-
able cottage offers front, back screen-
ed porches, two first-floor BRs. Up-
stairs sleeping quarters, sitting area.

$599,900

1014 Bay Avenue
Lewes Beach

Invest in a lifetime of happy memo-
ries! Cute, historic cottage on 53-x-100
beachfront lot can be enjoyed while
you plan your expansion.

$1,650,000

1309 A Savannah Road
Lewes

3,000 SF of medical office space.
Available for purchase or lease. Ideal
for two doctors, only six years old with
plenty of parking. 1 mile to BMC.

$799,000

109 Savannah Road
Lewes

Historic Lewes apartment building
known as the Schooner Inn. Highly-
visible property is at the cornerstone
of the city’s commercial district.

$1,500,000

COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY
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HOMES RECENTLY SOLD
By the Lee Ann Wilkinson Group

17280 N. Village Main Blvd.,
Villages of Five Points

4 Milton Avenue,
Lewes Beach

11 Connecticut Avenue,
Lewes Beach

Lot 7 Connecticut Ave.,
Lewes Beach

212 Rodaline Avenue,
Lewes

220 Bay Avenue,
Lewes Beach

95 Port Lewes,
Lewes Beach

201 Franklin Street,
Lewes

303 Rodaline Avenue,
Lewes

409 Kings Highway,
Historic Lewes

107 University Drive,
Reserve at Pilottown

140 Kings Highway,
Historic Lewes

39 DeVries Circle,
Lewes

35677 Cutter Court,
Wolfe Runne

107 Henlopen Shores Cir.,
Cape Shores

33120 N. Village Loop,
Villages of Five Points



16698 Kings Highway,Suite A
Lewes,DE 19958
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Calendar of EventsLewes Heritage Recipe
ffrroomm  tthhee  kkiittcchheenn  ooff  TThhoommaass  NNoobbiillee  

Fig Preserves
Ripe brown figs
1 cup water
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 lemon, thinly sliced (including peel)

Wash figs and place in heavy, 3-quart pan. Figs should fill the
pan to the top.

Add water, sugar, and lemon; cover and simmer for 1 hour. Stir
occasionally.

Fruit will still be whole. Serve with brie or ricotta cheese on
homemade bread.

Because this recipe makes 3 full pints, canning the preserves is
easy. Hot fill and hot seal the pint jars by boiling for 30 minutes.
Share with fig-minded friends.

Thom Nobile has been a full-time resident of Historic Lewes
since 1991. His grandparents, who emigrated from near Naples,
Italy, in 1910, made from scratch most of the food for their fam-
ily of 9 children. They made bread every other day and pasta twice
a week. The Nobiles planted fruit trees in their yard and used their
harvest every year, including making preserves. Thom found that
fig trees thrive in the Lewes climate and harvests enough from his
one front-yard tree to make dozens of jars of preserves. The rest
of the fruit is shared with neighbors, passers-by, and wildlife.

Calendar of Events
• Saturday, Oct. 3

• Sunday, Oct. 4

• Friday, Oct. 23 —
Sunday, Oct. 25

• Wednesday, Nov. 11
— Sunday, Nov. 15

• Thursday, Dec. 3

• Friday, Dec. 4 —
Sunday, Dec. 6

• Saturday, Dec. 5

Lewes Historical Society
Craft Show;
Boast The Coast
Maritime Festival and
Lighted Boat Parade

Coast Day

Children’s Fantasy Trail
at Cape Henlopen State
Park

Rehoboth Beach
Independent Film
Festival

Lewes Hospitality Night;
Celebration of Lights

Children’s Beach House
Benefit Art Exhibit, Sale

Lewes Historical Society
House Tour and
Christmas Parade


